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This study represents in total, an intense investigation into the backgrounds and experiences of 98 World War II night-time combat aviators, by means of recorded narratives, some 80+ hours were collected. These narratives were not collected according to belief or by the name "foo fighter" exclusively, but rather according to the similarity of the experiences. These experiences do not represent a solid, homogeneous, refutation of the reality of the foo fighters, but rather a panoramic survey of night flyer experiences. The organizing focus is centered around veterans who saw anomalous lights while flying in a night-time combat situation and what they believed them to be. The main division in the narratives resides in the interpretations of the events, bifurcating into opposing beliefs, supernatural and skeptical. The supernatural interpretations stick exclusively to contemporary beliefs concerning a "technological UFO," with the skeptical interpretations being drawn from secret-weapons lore current at the time and place of the individual sightings and traditional elaborations concerning mistaken identification of phenomena, ie., St. Elmo's fire, ball lightning, the planet Venus, etc. The latter group has been the most influential in the formation of current etiologies refuting the existence of a "technological UFO." All of the "supernatural" interpretations are completely devoid of antiquated beliefs in ghosts, spooks or any non-corporal, ie., spiritual phenomena. But these experiences have been compared by some of the veterans as being similar to the Jack-o'-lantern or Will-o'-the-wisp lights. This is where a solution can be found. Here is a superb summary of the legendary qualities of this multi-talented mischief maker. Drawn from Pennsylvania Dutch belief traditions current in the 1890's, "Dragons" describes a very stable set of perceptual observations: 

This is a name that is sometimes applied to a phenomenon perhaps more frequently called Jack-o'-the-Lantern, or Will-o'-the-Wisp. It seems to be a ball of fire, varying in size from that of a candle-flame to that of a man's head. It is generally observed in damp, marshy places, moving to and fro; but it has been known to stand perfectly still and send off scintillations. As you approach it, it will move on, keeping just beyond your reach; if you retire, it will follow you. That these fireballs do occur, and that they will repeat your motion, seems to be established, but no satisfactory explanation has yet been offered that I have heard. Those who are little superstitious say that it is the ignition of the gases rising from the marsh. But how a light produced from burning gas could have the form described and move as described, advancing as you advance, receding as you recede, and at other times remaining stationary, without having any visible connection with the earth, is not clear to me."(Owens.p.123.) 

This version of the Jack-o-lantern was collected in 1968 by the folklorist Dr. Ronald L. Baker: 

One night at about three o'clock in the morning, one of my friends from Salem, who had been over to see his girl friend in Shoals, which is bout an hour and a half from Salem, was driving back to Salem. He reached a long strip of straight highway, and he was going about 90 miles an hour. He happened to look in his mirror, and there was a big ball of fire following the car. It was off the ground and right behind him. He went faster, and it kept following. He looked at the road for a second, and the next time he looked it was gone. He was so shook up that when he got home about 45 minutes later, he went in and woke up his dad and told him about it. His dad said it was probably a Jack-o'-lantern., he had seen one when he was a boy and lived in the country. (Baker, p.56.) 

Let us proceed with the World War II version of this legend type. Early in October of 1944, pilots in the 422 Night Fighter Squadron (NFS), based out of Florennes, Belgium began to report "balls of light" pacing their fighters over Western Germany. By early November several 422nd pilots and Radar operators had reported encounters with Me163 rocket fighters and Me262 jet fighters on night missions over the Reich. On the 7th of November of 1944 the Associated Press Corps in Paris released this statement: 

New Aerial Weapon Used By Germans 

Paris (AP)-- The Germans are using jet and rocket propelled planes and various other 'newfangled' gadgets against Allied night fighters," Lt. Col. B. Johnson, Natchitoches, La., commander of a P-61 Black Widow group, said today." In recent nights we've counted 15 to 20 jet planes," Johnson said. "They sometimes fly in formations of four, but more often they fly alone." (The Day, New London, Connecticut, p.1) 

Oris B. Johnson, commander of the 422nd NFS, reaffirmed that these sightings did occur, but admitted that the actual number was less than that originally printed in the AP release. The 422nd historical data, intelligence records and operations reports confirm that the pilots were reporting "jets" during night operations over the Ruhr Valley. On the 19th of January of 1945, Captain Edward S. Page, S-2 Intelligence officer of the 422nd NFS filed this summary of the squadron's encounters with Me163 and Me262 aircraft to the Commanding General of the Ninth Air Force: 

K. Enemy Aircraft Encountered

c. Jets - have been unable to determine mission, as they generally fly at altitudes in excess of 10,000 feet and make no effort to attack ground targets or our own aircraft. Possibly they are watching for mass RAF raids. (National Archives and Records Administration, Record Group 18, 422 NFS historical data.) 

In an interview with Phillip Guba, Assistant Intelligence officer of the 422 NFS, he states,

Phillip..."At first we thought they (the pilots) were seeing things, and they kept saying that these things were chasing them around. Whether they actually identified... not while I was on duty, they did not identify a jet as such. But I think that was the only conclusion we could reach... that was a jet. It could not have been a Will-o'-wisp or something like that. What they reported seeing was simply the exhaust, you see. They did mention that these guys (the jets) seemed to play around with them. They (the jets) never shot at them and I can't recall whether the Radar observer actually saw them on the screen. It was mostly visual in other words."
Jeff... "Really, what do you mean by Will-o'-wisp?"
Phillip..."Well it's sort of like a swamp fire, you know these things that keep going around... darting in and out. And they (the pilots) seemed mystified." 

Meanwhile, the 415th N.F.S. based out of Dijon France began to report the "balls of fire" which they had affectionately dubbed, "foo fighters." On the 27th of November the first foo fighter was sighted over Western Germany by an Ed Schleuter and Don Meiers flying a Beaufighter, here is Don's account:

"A foo fighter picked me up at 700 feet and chased me 20 miles down the Rhine Valley," Meiers said. "I turned to starboard and two balls of fire turned with me. We were going 260 miles an hour and the balls were keeping right up with us. On another occasion when a foo fighter picked us up, I dived at 360 miles an hour. It kept right off our wing tips for awhile and then zoomed into the sky. When I first saw the things, I had the horrible thought that a German on the ground was ready to press a button and explode them. But they didn't explode or attack us. They just seem to follow us like the Will-o'-the-wisp."(N.Y. Times, 2 Jan. 1945, p.1,4.)

Well, to complicate things even more, the 416th N.F.S. stationed in Pisa Italy also began to spot "foo fighters" in February of 1945. Here are some excerpts from the 416th NFS' historical data and operations records respectively: 

17 February 1945: "Our crews are beginning to report mysterious orange-red lights in the sky near La Spezia and also inland. These "foo fighters" have been pursued, but no one has been able to make contact. G.C.I. and intelligence profess to be mystified by these ghostly apparitions. The hypothesis that the foo-fighters are a post-cognac manifestation has been disproved. Even the teetotalers have observed the strange and mysterious foo-fighters which have also been observed in France and in Belgium." (17 Feb. 1945, 416th historical data. U.S. Army.)

17 February 1945: "At 21:30 saw reddish white light going off and on in spurts about 6 or 8 miles away, near La Spezia at 10,000 ft. going NE. chased it at 280 MPH for 1 1/2 minutes. It took erratic course and faded out. At 21:40 saw some type of light 10 miles South of La Spezia and it went North and turned East of La Spezia at 9000'. Faded near La Spezia. Pilot came within 5 miles of La Spezia, suspected Ack Ack trap. At 21:55, 10 miles south of La Spezia chased another and it went across La Spezia and pilot followed. Faded 10 or 15 miles North of La Spezia. Our aircraft at 300 MPH couldn't catch it. No ack ack at La Spezia. At 22:50, 5 miles south of Pisa, saw same light from distance of 10 miles. Chased it for 2 or 2 1/2 minutes. It took north course, disappeared over mt. this light 10,000'. Light described as glow that alternates between weak and bright. No contacts on AI (radar). Apparently no jamming." (17 Feb. 1945. Daily Operations Report, 416th NFS, 12th AF-SCU-01.) 

The above sighting was made by George Shultz and Frankie Robinson. These two persons had just arrived back at their unit after serving temporarily with the 425th N.F.S. in Etain France. In an interview with Frankie Robinson he confirmed that they had made a stop for a few days to visit and "Shoot the Bull" with friends of theirs who were pilots flying in the 415th N.F.S. based at Dijon France. It was at this time that Frankie and George learned of the foo fighters. This fact has been confirmed by both Frankie Robinson and George Shultz. After their return to Pisa, Italy on the evening of the 17th of February, 1945, Frankie and George spotted the 416th's first foo fighter. 

These facts necessitate an investigation into the German Jet night fighter operations during the period of October 1944 to February of 1945. The only operational German Jet Night Fighter unit, 10/NJG/11 was only begining operations in mid-December of 1944 just 50 miles south of Berlin. It was assigned with the task of defending Berlin, and Berlin only! Fritz Wendel, the chief test pilot of the Me262 payed a visit to 10/NJG/11 at it's station in Burg bei Magdeburg. His report on the 19th of February of 1945 continues: 

"The NJG 11 (Night Fighter Squadron) has been stationed in Burg bei Magdeburg for the last few weeks, this unit belonging to Kommando Welter. Oberleutnant Kurt Welter is at the moment carrying out night flying operations using the method "Wilde Sau" with the Me262 (This night fighting method incorporated the use of a day fighter not equipped with air intercept radar and large detachments of ground searchlight batteries to illuminate Allied bombers.) He is using the standard Me262 type with some additions: a UV-light, map reading light and an emergency turn indicator. Welter is the only one flying this type of operation at this time, and using the said system has shot down five enemy aircraft. The other five pilots under his command at the moment are being retrained. The unit has six aircraft, and all should be operational within a few days."

Kurt Welter was appointed to form the first Me 262 Night Fighter test detachment (Erprobungs-Kommando) on 2 November of 1944. This was the only German Jet Night Fighting outfit in WWII and until the last week in February, Kurt Welter was the only pilot flying the Me 262 aircraft at night. Welter's detachment did not become operational until mid-December of 1944 with only two Me 262 A1-a's. His orders were to intercept the nightly assaults of Mosquito bombers hitting Berlin known as the "Berlin Express." This allows Welter very little time to organize, recruit, equip and fly all of the missions which Allied pilots claim were flown. (From Hugh Morgan's "Me262, Stormbird Rising")

This still leaves us with the question of the Me163 rocket fighter. The Second Squadron of Jagdgeschwader (JG) 400, the first and only Me163 Combat Wing, was stationed at Venlo airfield in the Netherlands and saw limited action until it was withdrawn to the home wing in Brandis, south of Leipzig, in July of 1944. At Brandis, JG 400 saw it's peak of operational performance on the 28th of September of 1944 when it was able to scramble 9 Me163s in order to intercept an Allied day-light bombing raid. This rocket fighter was only used as a day interceptor for bombers, no records exist concerning the night testing of the Me 163 at the German experimental airfield, E-stelle Rechlin, which is where all of the experimental aircraft were tested for night flying. (Morgon, Price, Ziegler.) Mano Zeigler who flew as one of the three chief test pilots assigned to Erprobungs-Kommando 16 and later a Rocket pilot in JG 400 commented on the practicability of flying such a nocturnal mission in a Me163, "Trying to land in the dark you'd spread yourself in small pieces around the countryside!" (Ziegler p.113) This aircraft also had an effective combat radius of no more than 25 miles under perfect visual conditions and thus limited JG 400's operations to the Leipzig area for the duration of the war.

This next sighting comes from the Pacific Theater of Operations. This was reported by a crew from the 500th Bomb Group, 20th A.F. on a raid on the Tachikawa aircraft plant, Tokyo, Mission No.# 38, 3-4 April 1945:"

On this mission mysterious 'Balls of Fire' were observed by various crews during the course of the mission. Lt. Althoff and crew in Z Square 19 observed one near land's end at 9000 feet at about 0147. The 'Ball of Fire' was first seen at 5:00 level about 300 yards behind the B-29. As near as can be determined, the 'Ball of Fire' was about the size of a basketball. When evasive action was taken by the B-29 in the form of turns, the 'Ball of Fire' turned inside the B-29 and kept following. It appeared that each time the B-29 made a turn, the 'Ball of Fire' fell behind, but on the straightaway, it would catch up.The B-29 lost altitude, going down to 6000 feet, in order to gain speed and finally an airspeed of 295, at which speed the 'Ball of Fire' followed for about five or six minutes. One crew member thought that he was able to see a wing in connection with the 'ball,' and that the wing had an avigation light on at the tip." (4 April, 1945. Consolidated Mission Report, Mission no.# 38, 500th Bomb Group.)

This report was funneled up to the 73rd Bomb Wing Intelligence, then to 20th A.F. Intelligence and then passed on to the Director of Intelligence, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas. The resultant report published through this office on 7 April 1945 was titled:

"B-29s observed on 3 April 1945 a 'BALL OF FIRE' which was subject to some definite control. This is an attempt to describe the phenomenon and to define it with an eye toward the most recent Japanese fields of interest and development."

This is precisely what is occurring with all of the attempts to define the Will-o'-wisp phenomena, the interpretations are almost always drawn from their immediate context. Now read the conclusion of this report: 

"The three probabilities discussed are based on the interest the Japanese have held in the German development of jet units. It is impossible from the fragmentary evidence of an initial experience with this weapon to be more definite."

(note) 

Unfortunately, this mild disclaimer was not circulated back to the Bomb Groups. The individual unit intelligence officers were sent detailed information on the Baka Bombs with pictures and diagrams of the Bakas captured on the Island of Okinawa. Several officers from the baka unit on Okinawa were captured and interrogated. These interrogation reports were redistributed and teletyped messages were received by the individual Bomb Groups. This report entitled "Another Rocket?" was dispatched to the Groups on 22 May 1945 from the Office of the Chief of Counter Intelligence, GHQ, Air Forces Pacific Command: 

"The probable existence of a second Japanese rocket-propelled plane has been disclosed in prisoner of war interrogation. The first was BAKA. The new plane is described as designed for interceptor duties, in particular to combat B-29s. It has an extraordinarily high rate of climb, and is reputed to be capable of reaching 30,000 feet in approximately three minutes. This figure is matched only by the German Me163 rocket propelled interceptor. In general appearance the new plane is said to resemble BAKA, being approximately 20 feet long and 20 feet in wing span. Its weight is approximately 3,000 pounds. According to the POW two 20 mm cannon are fixed in the nose and propulsion is achieved by means of solid rockets, with the possibility that jet control is available to increase maneuverability. The plane is launched from the ground and is said to be airborne in about 100 feet. No landing gear or skids are fitted. Maximum flight time is limited to seven minutes, compared to 10-12 minutes for the Me163 at full power." (Extract From Daily Intelligence Summary -22 May 1945, Office of the Chief of Counter Intelligence, GHQ, AFPAC.)

Throughout all of the Bomb Group records concerning the May 23rd and May 25th missions over Tokyo, none fail to mention the multitude of Bakas and "balls of light" sighted. In the 504th Bomb Group alone, 40 Bakas were sighted. In a post war interview with the director of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Yasujiro Okana laid out Japan's attempt to duplicate the German Me163. This was accomplished be receiving the German technical data for this rocket fighter and simply attempting a duplication.The result was two experimental aircraft, the J8M1 Shusui and the Ki-201. The J8M1 was flight tested without an engine on the 8th of January of 1945 with limited success. It was not until the 7th of July of 1945, however, that it was tested with a rocket engine. It crashed upon take-off, ending abruptly the rocket fighter program. (USSBS, Appendix 5, p.144.)

If the "jet" interpretation could suffice we are faced with the fact that these sightings persisted after VE Day in the PTO. I offer the above incident from the 500th Bomb Group as a representative of the hundreds of officially documented accounts of this type. We do know for certain that the Japanese had no operational jets during the war, but they did have a rocket powered suicide bomb code-named "Baka bomb," or "crazy bomb." The Baka, Oka 11, was a modified glider equipped with three solid-fuel rockets with a 2,645 pound warhead. The effective range of the Oka 11 was virtually nil and had to be released by a parent bomber at an appropriate altitude and distance to allow the bomb to glide at a 50 degree glide-slope to it's target. It possessed virtually no ability to maneuver let alone engage in a night fighter role. The Oka 11 was designed by the Navy solely as a costal-defense (anti-ship) weapon and was first used in the Okinawa campaign where, "it quickly proved its ineffectiveness and production of the Oka 11 ceased in March 1945." (USSBS, p.81.)

There is a need to elaborate on the terror that the kamikazes inflicted in the minds of the Americans. This account is given concerning the experiences of the commander of "Southern Belle," Walt Sherrell , from the 498th Bomb Group, 874th Sq. 20th A.F.:

"He heard his co-pilot Orlo Hall exclaim, 'Oh, my God!" Sherrell turned his head just in time to see a shadowy shape with a fiery tail hit a B-29, after which the B-29 went down flaming. Seeing a thin cloud layer ahead, he flew into it, seeking cover. He had barely emerged on the other side when one of the gunners reported a shadow trailing the right. Sherrell put "Southern Belle" into a screaming dive and, with his airspeed indicator reading well over 300 mph, pulled out after loosing about 3,000 feet of altitude. Another possible Baka was sighted, this time on the left. Sherrell racked the B-29, at full power, into a steep climbing turn to the right and into some clouds. After several more dives and climbs, they saw no more 'foofighters.'" (Kerr.p.242.)

I tracked down Walt Sherrell and all of the surviving members of "Southern Belle." The two side gunners and the tail gunner vividly recall the night of the 25th of May where this foo fighter chased their aircraft just after they had bombed Tokyo. All three gunners described this kamikaze as a "ball of fire" and saw nothing that could identify it as an aircraft. On the 27th of May the New York Times reported that the Japanese had begun to use the Baka against B-29 aircraft. Thus far, every account that I have collected concerning the Baka from 20th A.F. veterans concerns the sighting of a "ball of light" or a "ball of fire." I have found absolutely no documentation that can support the hypothesis that the Baka was ever used against any aircraft at all during the war. The Baka bomb is a traditional interpretation as is the jet interpretation in the ETO. These legends form the corpus of the Second World War's Secret-Weapons lore. So, what is a foo fighter? Because of the inherent ambiguity of the term and the lack of any clear guidelines encompassing the phenomenon of aerial encounters with anomalous lights, a wide variety of experiences are syncretically pulled together to form the corpus of the foo fighter mystery. David Hufford describes the usage of ambiguous terminology as, "where tradition has supplied a term to refer to the experience, the term has developed a larger sphere of meaning. This is quite natural since phenomenological description is not a natural purpose in everyday speech." (Hufford p.15.) This process not only includes the foo fighters, but also jets, Bakas, St. Elmo's fire, ball lightning and even stories concerning the planet Venus. Remember, in order to objectively survey these experiences, the concept of "truth" must be set aside because of its highly subjective and biasing nature. The current trend is to assign the foo fighters to the "nearest" possible equivalent thus transforming a supernatural legend into a natural (believable) variant.

At this point it is of vital interest to relate the above terms with that of the concept of "aviator's vertigo." In May of 1946, Dr. W. E.Vinacke submitted the first ever report concerning folk beliefs among aviators concerning anomalous experiences associated with flying. In his report, "The Concept of Aviator's 'Vertigo,'" Vinacke states,

"'vertigo' is primarily a psychological problem. It appears to be associated with the mental hazards of flying, and with the 'mysterious' events which sometimes happen in an aircraft. There is thus a two-fold source of emotional loading in the term 'vertigo', i.e., dangerous conditions and unexplained, though actual, phenomena." (Vinacke.p.2.)

In the pursuit of fairness I have also interviewed the same pilots periodically and concerning various topics involving nightflying. This effect has been significant. Pilots who never reported seeing foo fighters were asked if they had experienced vertigo. The vertigo stories could easily be classed as foo fighter stories. These persons tended to be either commanders or high ranking experienced night fighters. The point is that there are a wide variety of "conditions" in which a story can be recounted concerning an anomalous personal experience. Persons who had not seen foo fighters could offer no such similar experience other than a "mistaken identification" interpretation such as St.Elmo's fire, jets, Venus, etc. Persons who had experienced "visual-vertigo" in night flying offered experiences which are, for all practical purposes, identical to first hand experience narratives concerning foo fighters, baka bombs, jets, Venus, balls of fire and the Jack-o'-lantern. Edgar Vinacke writes,

"Pilots do not have sufficient information about phenomena of disorientation, and, as a corollary, are given considerable disorganized, incomplete, and inaccurate information. They are largely dependent upon their own experience, which must supplement and interpret the traditions about 'vertigo' which are passed on to them. When a concept thus grows out of anecdotes cemented together with practical necessity, it is bound to acquire elements of mystery. So far as 'vertigo' is concerned, no one really knows more than a small part of the facts, but a great deal of the peril. Since aviators are not skilled observers of human behavior, they usually have only the vaguest understanding of their own feelings. Like other naive persons, therefore, they have simply adopted a term to cover a multitude of otherwise inexplicable events." (Vinacke p.5.)

Therefore is a foo fighter a description of a class of events which one could label as vertigo? Possibly, but there are so many classes of events which are already grouped within this uncertain category. Perhaps the sub-set "visual-vertigo" would be more specific and confine the grouping of events a little more accurately. But the term "vertigo" still possess the connotation of disorientation with descriptions of these events including terms like, "imagination" "illusions" "hypnosis" "infatuation" "fatigue" and allusions to feelings that what is being seen is more akin to a hallucination or a "night time mirage." These connotations tend to differ from descriptions of disorientation such as dizziness, nausea or the swimming sensations of the head. Although vertigo is more akin to physiological symptoms associated with vestibular functions, it may not be totally divorced from visual-perceptual phenomena such as depth perception failure, autokinesis, gravical and rotary illusory-sensations, apparent parallactic movements of objects above horizons, etc.These visual sensations have been linked with vertigo for the very reason that it is believed that these false visual cues contribute to the onset of disorientation-vertigo syndromes. The most striking features concerning narratives about the foo fighters consist primarily of beliefs in the external (objective) reality of these objects, be they foo fighters, baka bombs or jets. In understanding these narratives offered by night time combat aviators one must realize that the process of identification of an objects movement immediately places this object in a priority threat classification. In a nighttime combat situation, aviators must distinguish hostile and non-hostile lights by means of their apparent movement, ie., a hostile light would possess apparent movement and a non-hostile light would appear to be stationary. This is, perhaps, virtually impossible. Anticipation or expectation of movement of a light is all the stimulus needed to trigger the autokinetic sensation of movement. This illusory sensation of movement can cause a chain reaction of reactions and further stimulations that can drastically enhance the illusory perception of movement.

A typical sequence of events inside an aircraft can unfoldin a like manner: 1) prior instruction concerning a warning about an unidentified aircraft, 2) one observer identifying a light as having perceptible movement, 3) second observer verifying the perceived movement of a light thus forming a regenerative feedback loop reinforcing the first observer's belief that the light is indeed in motion, 4) the observers form a normative estimate of the degree and "purpose" of the lights movement and declare the object as hostile or non-threatening, 5) if the light (object) is assumed to be hostile, further reinforcement of the regenerative feedback loop will occur thus forcing a reaction from the crew in two general directions A) toward the light, or rather in a pursuit effort, B) away from the light, retreat.6) both of the reactions require the pilot of an aircraft to dive, climb, turn etc., in order to accomplish the set goal. These gravical and angular maneuvers can markedly offset the illusory sensations of movement of the light in question, further reinforcing the regenerative feedback loop. These sensations are known as the oculargyral, oculargravic and ocularagravic illusions. These chains of events can form under a multitude of preconceived notions and may include any of the following combinations: three dimensional autokinetic movement; multiple-target autokinesis; depth perception failure; the illusory perception of color changes; real color changes; fluctuations in apparent brightness, both real and illusory, adding further to depth perception failure; diplopia, or rather, the splitting of images due to the failure of focusing properly, harmonic vibrations etc.; the apparent motion parallax, where stationary objects appear to move in contrast to a moving horizon, ie., the moon following your car.

Of major importance in further exploring the eyewitness accounts of the foo fighters is the fact that every single sighting happened while the aircraft were flying out of formations. With Night Fighters, all missions were flown without wing men or in formation. With the B-29 bombers over Japan, mass raids of up to 500 planes were flown with the major exception that all the aircraft flew in single file and staggered so as not to be in formation. All of the foo fighter, etc., stories involve isolated crews. I have found no instances where more than one aircraft has witnessed this phenomena in visual proximity of another friendly aircraft. This fact combined with the earlier stories concerning Jack-o'-lanterns involve isolation at night and is a constant and significant condition under which these experiences unfold. The dynamics of fear and ambiguity are offset and impacted by the migratory legends which warn us of the dangers of being alone at night, especially while attacking the enemy in his homeland. The talk of secret-wonder weapons which pilots and crew members chat about while anticipating the next horrendous mission have credible bering upon the attitudes of the crews as they attack an enemy's homeland. Anticipation, fear, anxiety, scuttlebutt and isolation all combine to form the context for the interpretation of the ambiguous and "mysterious" events that occur aboard an aircraft which may never return from the present mission. 
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